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COMMON FRAMEWORKS FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AFTER BREXIT 

Thank you for your letter of 23 July enclosing a copy of the Committee's report 'Common 
Frameworks for the Environment after Brexit'. I was interested to see the Committee's 
views on the development of common frameworks. 

The Framework Analysis, published by the UK Government in March, was a working 
document based on a provisional assessment of the situation. We are continuing to work 
in a constructive and collaborative manner with the Welsh Government and the other 
devolved administrations to refine the analysis. This includes looking at where common 
frameworks will or will not be required, and whether they should be legislative, non­
legislative, or a combination of both. 

My aim is to agree the most appropriate arrangements with my counterparts in the 
devolved administrations, based on a thorough consideration and shared understanding of 
all the relevant factors, policy area by policy area. I understand your concern that 
minimising the number of frameworks could result in a less integrated approach to 
transboundary issues, but my starting point is to identify where frameworks are necessary 
or, indeed, desirable, rather than to minimise the number of frameworks. I would also like 
to reassure you that environmental goals, which are shared with the Welsh Government, 
are being kept fully in mind as we consider the need for, and shape of, common 
frameworks. 

With reference to the future right of citizens to challenge the application of environmental 
law, my department has published a consultation on environmental principles and 
governance. This includes proposals to establish a new, independent statutory body to 
hold government to account on environmental standards. We are consulting on whether 
this body should have the functions of undertaking scrutiny and providing advice in relation 
to environmental policy and law, investigating complaints from individuals and, if 
necessary, taking action to bring about the proper delivery of environmental law by 
government. In addition, the EU (Withdrawal) Act 2018 requires the UK Government to 




